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I. 
MEDICAL REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 
AND MARCH. 


By Joun Goruam, M.D. 


Tue bronchitis or catarrhal fever 
which prevailed among children 
during the winter, disappeared 
on the approach of spring. It was 
succeeded in many instances by 
an erythematic inflammation of 
the mucous membrane of the 
mouth, fauces, pharynx, and la- 
rynx, accompanied with, or pro- 
ducing, aphthe. This complaint 
was confined to children. It pro- 
duced great local irritation, occa- 
Sioning a violent cough, the pa- 
roxysms of which were long and 
distressing. When it affected the 
larynx, the sound of the cough was 
much like that of croup. The 
Constitutional symptoms were in 
some cases very severe. The 
principal remedy for the disease, 
after the stomach and bowels 
Were sufficiently evacuated, was 
calomel given in small doses, and 
Continued uniil the frequency of 
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the pulse, and heat of the skin, 
were reduced to their natural and 
healthy state. Much benefit was 
derived from the occasional use 
of opiates to allay the local irri- 
tation. 

The whooping cough continues 
to prevail, and is more severe than 
usual. Among the remedies for 
this distressing disease, the Prus- 
sic acid at one time acquired a 
high character. It seems that it 
has now been sufficiently tried, 
and the experience of physicians 
in this part of the world by no 
means accords with the high en- 
comiums which have been lavish- 
ed upon it in some European 
works. So far as. my observa- 
tions extend, this medicine, if not 
positively injurious, is at least of 
no benefit ia those cases of whoop- 
ing cough in which there is much 
congestion in the lungs, or any 
tendency to inflammation in these 
organs. Given in such cases, it 
produces drowsiness or stupor, 
tremor of the muscles, and an in- 
crease of embarrassment in respi- 
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ration. On the other hand, when 
the cough is purely spasmodic, 
when the whoop is shrill, and long 
protracted, and, during the inter- 
vals of the paroxysms, there is no 
material increased frequency of 
the pulse and respiration, I have 
seen decidedly good effects fol- 
low its administration. Whenthe 
prussic acid operates favorably, 
it produces its effects in a short 
time. Itis perhaps owing to the 
indiscriminate use of this medi- 
cine, that its reputation has fallen 
so far below its real value.— 
When the cough is kept up prin- 
cipally by habit, or when it has 
assumed the character of chronic 
catarrh, the. matter expectorated 
being muco-purulent, the cinchona 
in some of its forms is exceeding- 
ly useful. 

During the last month Croup 
_ Was much more prevalent than in 
the winter. In one fatal case, 
that of a child three years of age, 
the examination of which I wit- 
nessed, the mucous membrane of 
the larynx was red and swollen, 
and covered throughout its extent 
by the false membrane, socalled. 
On raising the sternum the ante- 
rior edge of the left lung was 
found to be emphysematous. The 
investing membrane had been 
raised by air, and presented the 
appearance of transparent blad- 
ders or vesicles, some of which 
Were an inch in diameter, and 
through which the substance of 
the lung was visible. There 
Was a communication, however, 
between all of these vesicles. 
When a blow-pipe was introduced 
into the trachea, and air was 
blown into and made to distend 
the lung, these vesicles increased 
in size, and new portions of the 
membrane were raised. Hence 
it appeared that the lung had 
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beenruptured previously to death, 
and the air had insinuated itself 
between the lung and its pleura. 
That the emphysema was not ow- 
ing to any chemical decomposi- 
tion going on in the lung, was evi- 
dent to those who were present, 
by the absence of all signs of pu- 
trefaction, and by the lowness 
of the temperature of the air, in 
which the body had been placed, 
it being very near the freezing 

oint. The posterior and inferior 
portion of the same lung proved 
to have been in a state of high 
inflammation. The right lung was 
sound. 

The principal diseases for the 
last two months have been those 
of the lungs. 

Hemoptysis has of late been 
much more common than usual. 

The last year was remarkable 
for the prevalence of cutaneous 
diseases. The most common were 
Urticaria, Prurigo, Erythema, Ery- 
sipelas, Scabies purulenta, and the 
two species of Lichen. Of these 
the scabies and lichen were found 
to be the most obstinate and diffi- 
cult tocure. The last of these 
is by no means so common with us 
as the others above mentioned. 
One case of it which came under 
my care at the close of the year, 
which was complicated with other 
diseases, and terminated fatally 
a few days ago, I shall take the 
liberty to detail. i 

A married lady, aged 30, and 
mother of three children, of a 
spare habit, but until the autumn 
of 1827 perfectly healthy, began - 
in the month of November to lose 
her strength, and, without any 
obvious cause, her flesh. About 


the 20th of December an eruption 
made its appearance on the su- 
ein part of the body, which 

ecame so troublesome, that she 
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requested my advice on the 25th. 
On examination the eruption was 
found to be confined to the back 
of the neck, the shoulders, and a 
small part of the chest. It was 
in the form of papulz, irregularly 
distributed, of a red color and 
oval form, the spaces between 
them being likewise red and fret- 
ted, in consequence of the vio- 
lence to which they had been ex- 
posed. This eruption was ac- 
companied with alinost intolerable 
sensations of burning, itching, and 
stinging, which were aggravated 
in the afternoon and evening. It 
had all the essential characteris- 
tics of Lichen agrius. The at- 
tending symptoms were,—ema- 
ciation, or shrinking of the whole 
body, great appetite, inextinguish- 
able thirst, costiveness, tongue 
rough, whitish, and moist in front, 
but dry and brownish at the pos- 
terior part, skin warm, dry and 
rough, pulse 90 in a minute, with 
some tension, strength diminished, 
sleep disturbed. These symptoms 
indicated a disease much more 
serious than lichen. On inquiry I 
ascertained that the thirst, which 
was excessive, and much less 
tolerable to the patient than the 
irritation of the eruption, had 
been increasing for five or six 
weeks, that she had been impel- 
led to drink daily large quantities 
of various mild liquids, and that 
the urine ‘had increased in an 
equal ratio. ‘The costiveness had 
likewise been very troublesome, 
and to obviate it, she had taken 
occasionally doses of epsom salts. 
During this time the appetite had 
been almost voracious. 

Being desirous to know the 
condition of the urine, I contented 
myself at that visit with prescrib- 
ing an antimonial to be occasion- 
ally taken through the day, and a 


pill of opium and ipecacuanha at 
night. The proportion of vegeta- 
ble food was also directed to be 
very considerably diminished. The 
next day on examining the urine, 
it was found to be transparent, 
and free from sediment, of a di- 
jute greenish yellow colrr, desti- 
tute of any odor, excepting that 
which was natural, and of all 
traces of saccharine matter. It 
contained urea. Some days af- 
terwards we found by measure- 
ment that the urine in a given 
time exceeded the drinks taken 
into the stomach by about one- 
seventh. As the medicines first 
prescribed had the effect to dimi- 
nish the thirst, and to render her 
more comfortable, they were con- 
tinued for ten or twelve days, the 
bowels being occasionally opened 
by a cathartic. At the end of 
this time, the appearance of the 
patient was much improved ; all 
the prominent symptoms were 
lessened, the strength, counte- 
nance and skin were in a better 
condition, and the lichen had ef- 
floresced and nearly disappeared. 
The thirst, though not quite gone, 
was no longer excessive, and the 
urine had diminished in a propor- 
tional degree. The medicines 
and diet were ordered to be con- 
tinued. 

On the 18th of January the 
eruption, together with all the 
other symptoms, had returned, 
and she appeared not only weak- 
er, but likewise more emaciated 
than at my first visit. She 
had indulged in the use of vegeta- 
ble food. I then directed her to 
confine herself strictly to animal 
food, for drink allowed her water 
alone or mixed with milk, and 
prescribed half an ounce of de- 
coction of cinchona with thirty 
drops of the tincture of sulphate 
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_ of quinine, to be taken four times 
a day, and a grain of opium at 
bed-time. The bowels were 
kept open by large doses of mag- 
nesia. In the course of a week, 
a very marked change for the 
better took place. She had no 
longer any extraordinary thirst, 
the appetite had become natural, 
the skin softer and more supple, 
and the strength improved. The 
urine, although exceeding the 
drinks, was by no means in large 
quantity. The eruption, which 
had extended to the front of the 
thorax, had again effloresced, and 
was disappearing. This course 
was pursued through February, 
with no other variation than per- 
mitting her to take, once a day, a 
very smal] quantity of vegetable 
food, such as boiled rice, or hard 
biscuit. About the middle of the 
month the lichen again made its 
appearance, and extended further 
down the back. Towards the 
last of February and the begin- 
ning of March, the caution with 
regard to the quantity of vegeta- 
ble food was not strictly attended 
to, and the bowels were neglect- 
ed. About the 5th there was a 
sudden falling off, and on the 7th 
the symptoms were as follows: 
countenance haggard ; form ema- 
ciated and shrunk; pulse 120, 
contracted, and counted with dif- 
ficulty ; tongue loaded, bowels 
very costive, swollen, and painful; 
extremities cold; restlessness, and 
- when asleep the jaw fell ; thirst 
excessive, and urine in large 
quantity. By the application of 
heat to the surface of the body, 
by stimulants internally, by con- 
finement to animal food, and by 
thorough purging, the patient re- 
covered rapidly from this state of 
exhaustion, and in the course of 
eight or ten days was able totake 
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exercise in the open air. The 
lichen was again bright. The 
diabetes however was not propor- 
tionably lessened, for on measur- 
ing the quantity of drink and that 
of the urine in twenty-four hours, 
the former amounted to six pints 
and a gill, the latter to eight pints 
andahalf. The patient was also 
much emaciated. In the last 
week of March, her strength 
failed rapidly, all animal food was 
rejected with loathing, and medi- 
cine and diet ceased to have any 
beneficial effect. Onthe 2d of 
April, symptoms of extreme ex 

haustion again showed themselves, 
and she died early the next morn- 
ing. For the last ten days the 
eruption did not make its appear- 
ance. 

I have to regret that the case 
is left imperfect, as no opportunity 
was afforded for a post mortem ex- 
amination. 


Boston, April, 1828. 


Il. 
From the Med. Chir. Review. 
INFLUENCE OF THE STOMACH ON 
THE MIND.* 


Tur. intimate sympathy which 
subsists between the brain and 
stomach has long been acknow- 
ledged ; but we are quite con- 
vinced that two-thirds of the ef- 
fects of this sympathy fail vo be 
traced to their proper source. 
Thus, stomach affections are eve- 
ry day attributed to errors in diet, 
or other common physical causes 
acting directly on the organs of 
digestion, when the real cause is 
a moral one, acting through the 
medium of the mind, or, what is 


* On the Influence of Gastric Aflec- 
tions in the Production of Mental Mala- 
dies, and vice versa. By M. BayuE.— 
Revue Medicale. 
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the same thing, through the me- 
dium of the mind’s organ, the 
brain. So, on the other hand, we 
see disordered intellectual func- 
tions attempted to be traced to 
purely moral causes, when these 
causes are purely phystcal ones, 
deranging the mind through the 
medium of the stomach. Singu- 
lar and incredible as the opinion 
may appear to those who have 
not much studied the subject, yet 
we have no hesitation in stating it 
‘as our conviction, that—moral 
causes act most, frequently on the 
stomach and other digestive or- 
gans, While physical causes act 
most frequently on the mind. 
This view of the subject would 
incline one to think that, when a 
morbid impression is made on 
any organ—say the brain, as by a 
piece of bad news or the like, the 
organ primarily impressed imme- 
diately throws the onus on some 
other with which it sympathises, 
as, for instance, the stomach or 
liver. These latter, on the other 
hand, when disturbed by improper 
diet, or other causes, shift the 
suffering froma themselves to the 
brain, in the first instance—thus 
acting like individuals in this 
world—every one for himself ! 
This seems to be pretty nearly 
the conclusion to which M. Bayle 
has come. ‘‘ Every action,” 
says he, ‘* which is somewhat too 
energetic in one of these two or- 
gans (the brain and stomach), 
awakens a sympathetic affection 
in the other, and vice versa. It is 
thus that the work of digestion, 
particularly if too laborious, or if 
the food has been in too great 
quantity, renders the senses more 
obtuse, exercise less relished, and 
induces an inclination to sleep. A 
very small quantity of spirituous 
potation has this effect on many 
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people who are morbidly seusi- 
tive. Tea and coffee, on the con- 
trary, excite the brain and intel- 
lectual faculties through the me- 
dium of the stomach, so as to 
prevent sleep for a time—and 
this before they can possibly be 
absorbed into the current of the 
circulation, and thus act directly 
on the brain.” ‘On the other 
hand, the influence of the brain 
on the stomach is not less evident 
under a great variety of circum- 
stances. The sight of nauseous 
objects often causes sickness of | 
stomach, while that of savory 
viands immediately excites an ap- 
petite. A blow on the head, an 
inflammation of the brain, will 
cause vomitings, and violent pain 
in the epigastrium.” 

The main subject of investiga- 
tion, however, which is here pro- 
posed by our author, is, the reci- 
procal influence of chronic inflam- 
mation of the mucous membrane » 
of the stomach and bowels in the | 
production of mental maladies, 
and of mental maladies in the 
production of these gastro-enter- 
ites. This important investiga- 
tion is to occupy several Memoirs 
in the Revue Medicale. The 
cases which come forward on this 
occasion will be valuable, what- 
ever may be thought of the doc- 
trine which they are meant to 
support. 


Case 1. Madame H——-, aged 
63, of violent and tyrannical tem- 
per, had experienced, for some 
years, considerable domestic cha- 
grin, without producing any osten- 
sible effect on her mental facul- 
ties, till the month of December, 
1817, when symptoms of aliena- 
tionappeared. She became taci- 
turn—was haunted with religious 
fears—and complained of severe 
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pains in the epigastrium. She- 


consulted a priest, and was evi- 
dently worse after receiving spir- 
itual consolation. She was now 
in constant dread of being poison- 
ed, and refused all aliment—com- 
plained of dreadful pains in her 
stomach—-wished ardently for 
death, and more than once at- 
tempted suicide. She could not 
be prevailed upon to speak on 
any other subject than that of her 
hallucination. 

In this state, she entered the 
Maison Royale de Charenton, on 
the 8th of March, 1818. Her 
complexion was yellow—counte- 
nance meagre, and indicative of 
great melancholy—skin dry and 
harsh, with a strong tint of yel- 
low—taciturnity obstinate—under 
constant persuasion that she was 
going to be poisoned,. and to un- 
‘dergo unheard-of torments ; hence 
evidently the desire of death, the 
attempts at suicide, the refusal 
of food, the groans and sighs, and 
the profound melancholy. This 
state continued without any al- 
teration except an increase of ob- 
stinacy in taking food ; so that she 
‘was actually destroyed by this 
obstinacy, and died on the 14th of 
May, in the greatest possible 


 emaciation. 


Dissection. A considerable se- 
rous effusion in the ventricles, at 
the base of the skull, and in the 
spinal canal. The arachnoid was 
‘rather thickened and opake—the 
pia mater injected—and the lining 
membranes of the ventricles 
thickened, and covered with fine 
granulations. In the chest, the 
inferior portion of each lung was 
hepatized. The heart was sound, 
but rather flabby and pale. The 
stomach contained some yellow 
fluid, and its mucous membrane 
was throughout reddened, thick- 
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ened, and, in one place, ulcerated 
to the extent of two inches in 
length by one in breadth. This 
ulcer was in the vicinity of the 
pylorus—had penetrated through 
the whole of the coats, and even 
into the pancreas, to which the 
stomach was adherent ; so that, in 
fact, the ulcerated cavity in the 
pancreas made part of the gene- 
ral cavity of the stomach. There 
were some marks of inflammation 
in the mucous membrane of the 
small intestines. The gali-blad- 
der was filled with a calculus, in 
the shape of a pigeon’s egg, to 
which the parietes of the recep- 
tacle were every where adherent. 
M. Bayle thinks there is fair 
reason to believe that, in this 
case, the gastric affection preced- 
ed the mental alienation, and had 
contributed considerably to it. 
This female was predisposed to 
insanity on both father’s and mo- 
ther’s side ; and, therefore, the 
brain sympathised more readily, 
and to a greater extent, in this 
case, with the gastric disease. 
The author also thinks that the 
disease of the stomach was exas- 
perated by the mental malady, 
and by the domestic chagrin to 
which the unfortunate patient had 
been exposed. In this we can- 
not but agree with M. Bayle. 
The author throws out a cu- 
rious hint, or rather opinion, in 
this place, which seems not en- 
tirely devoid of probability; name- 
ly, that the form of the mental 
hallucination was determined by 
the physical malady in the sto- 
mach :—that is, that the convic- 
tion of being poisoned was occa- 
sioned by the inflammation and 
ulceration going on in the stomach. 
It is no wonder that, under this 
impression, and suffering so much 
from an ulcerated stomach, she 
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should hate, and endeavor to avoid 
society—-refuse food—-and at- 
tempt suicide! Many a poor 


wretch has raised his hand against | 


his own life from a disordered 
stomach, without knowing where 
the source of his misery lay con- 
cealed. , 

The case above detailed offers 
another of those thousand ways in 
which Nature endeavors to com- 
bat disease, or at least to resist 
the consequences of it. The ad- 
hesion of the stomach to the pan- 
creas no doubt preserved life, 
wretched as that life was, for 
some time ; for, had the adhesion 
not taken place, an extravasation 
into the abdomen of the gastric 
contents, would have happened 
long before. 


Case 2. Madam G——, an 
English lady, aged 59 years, of 
nervous temperament, and som- 
bre disposition, entered the Cha- 
renton on the 30th of January, 
1819, and no precise account of 
her history could be obtained. It 
was discovered, however, that 
she had suffered, for some consi- 
derable time, from pain and sense 
of weight in the epigastrium, and 
that she had been in possession of 
her reason till the month of De- 
cember, 1818, at which time she 
lost the greater part of her pro- 
perty, and her affairs became 
sadly deranged. It was then her 
intellectual faculties gave way, 
under the moral affliction. She 
now became possessed with the 
idea, that her attorney was about 
to arrest her and all her family, 
and immure them in prison. She 
saw and she heard a thousand 
things to confirm her suspicions, 
and her whole time was occupied 
in devising stratagems to elude 
her pursuers. ‘This hallucination 
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had occasional remissions, during 
which she partially recognized 
the baseless fabric of her appre- 
hensions. At other times she had 
exasperations of the terror above- 
mentioned, accompanied by vio- 
lent pain inher stomach, at which 
periods she refused food, and the 
bowels were obstinately consti- 
pated. 

When she came into the Cha- 
renton, she presented a sad 
picture of melancholy—paid little 
attention to what was going on 
around her, and was evidently 
occupied entirely with the subject 
of her hallucination. ‘* She was 
a lost woman ; it was all over with 
her; she could not long survive, 
as her own feelings plainly told 
her ; her head and stomach were 
the seats of dreadful pain ; people 
were endeavoring to poison her.” 
These ideas were so dominant, 
that she could speak of nothing 
else. She was in constant agita- 
tion—always wanting to get away 
—refused all aliment—bowels ob- 
stinately confined. These symp- 
toms augmented in degree, but 
never changed their character. 
At the end of four. months, this 
unhappy patient was in a melan- 
choly situation. Her emaciation 
was great ; she was harassed with 
violent cephalalgia, and acute 
pains inthe stomach, sometimes 
accompanied by a burning heat of 
skin, and darting pains in various 
parts of the body. The greatest 
difficulty was experienced in ex- 
hibiting any food, as she was 
strongly impressed with the per- 
suasion that it was always poison- 
ed. She lingered on till the 28th 
of March, 1820, when long sought — 
death came to her relief. 

Dissection. There was an effu- 
sion of a sero-sanguinolent kind 
between the membranes of the 
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brain, and in the ventricles. The 
cerebral substance was softened, 
but the meninges were not thick- 
ened. ‘There was considerable 
hepatization of the lungs, antl three 
ounces of serum in the pericar- 
dium—heart sound. The sto- 
mach was remarkably contracted, 
and took a peculiarly lengthened 
form, from above downwards. The 
mucous membrane was covered 
with a thick layer of yellowish 
mucous matters, and underneath 
was very red throughout. The 
liver was gorged with blood, and 
its right lobe descended to within 
two inches of the osilii. The 
sma!! intestines were very much 
coutracted, and their mucous 
membrane slightly reddened. The 
colon was also greatly contracted, 
and singularly contorted in various 
directions. All the other abdomi- 
nal viscera were healthy. 

Although the gastric lesions 
above described cannot fairly be 
set down as causes of the mental 
alienation, yet there can be little 
doubt that the disorder of the sto- 
mach greatly assisted the moral 
causes. of the cerebral disturb- 
ance. In short, we may conclude 
that in this, as in a thousand other 
cases of less serious character, 
the two organs acted and re-acted 
on each other—that the physical 
disorder aided the moral causes 
in deranging the mind, while the 
moral causes contributed not a 
little to the disorder of the sto- 
mach. 


SELECTIONS FROM FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 


Aneurismal Pouch of the Heart. 


Case. By M. 
M. N. aged 77 years, of excellent 
constitution, and considerable mus- 


cular force, summoned M. C. 
while ina state of suffocation that 
took place while in a warm bath. 
He presented the following symp- 
toms, viz.—purple hue of the 
face ; cold perspiration ; extreme 
oppression ; anxiety ; expectora- 
tion of a spumous sanguinolent 
character ; hard full pulse, quick 


and irregular ; in short, he had all | 


the symptoms of a severe parox- 
ysmofasthma. Oninvestigation, 
it was found that he never had 
experienced a similar attack be- 
fore, but that ever since 1809 
(the time being then 1819) he 
had complained of dyspnoea. and 
tightness in the region of the 
heart, for which he consulted the 
most eminent physicians of Paris, 
who considered the disease as 
spasmodic. ‘The patient was di- 
rected to keep in the vertical 
position before a window—to have 
pediluvia and friction applied to 
the lower extremities, and to take 
some expectorants. By these 
means, the sense of suffocation 
went off, and, ina few hours, the 
patient was restored to his ordi- 
nary state of health. 

From that period, however, M. 
N. was quite an altered man. He 
became irritable, timid, pusilla- 
nimous, and haunted with the per- 
petual dread of death in one of 
these paroxysms of suffocation. 
This was the predominant idea. 
During the day, while surrounded 
by his children and friends, his 
terror of death was moderate ; 
but the moment he went to bed, 
the dread of an attack produced, 
as if by an electric shock, a sense 
of constriction about the heart, 
and a strange sensation in the arm- 
pits and hams. The precise na- 
ture of these sensations he could 
not clearly describe. He could 
dilate the thorax, the lungs seem- 
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ed free, the pulse was habitually 
hard and full, occasionally inter- 
mitting ; capillaries of the face 
injected ; digestive functions per- 
fect. He was still solaced with 
the idea that his disease was 
merely asthma ; but M. Cruveil- 
heir and another physician justly 
apprehended that they had a 
more serious malady to combat, 
namely, organic disease of the 
heart. The stethoscope had not 
yet been discovered, but the ful- 
ness of the pulse repelled the idea 
of there being any contraction of 
the ventricular orifices. Still 
there was no doubt entertained 
of the existence of some organic 
Jesion of the heart. Various means 
were employed in the way of hy- 
giene, as well as medicine, but 
not apparently with much effect. 
During the eight months that in- 
tervened between this attack and 
his death, the patieat had several 
slight accessions of suffocation, 
which generally came on in the 
morving, with a wheezing respi- 
ration, hard and irregular pulse, 
frothy and sanguineous expectora- 
tion. The fresh air, horizontal 
posture, and pediluvia, were gen- 
erally suflicient to dissipate these 
attacks. 

Early in July, 1820, M. N. was 
seized with pulmonary catarrh, 
which ‘was attended with much 
oppression of the chest, and san- 
guinolent expectoration. M. Cru- 
veilheir was-called to him on the 
12th. Nothing particular was 
done at that time. On the 15th 
he was again summoned in great 
haste. The gentleman had gone 
to bed in very good spirits, and 
slept well all night. In the morn- 
ing, a severe paroxysm of suffoca- 
tion came on, and carried him off, 
his intellectual faculties remain- 
ing unimpaired till the last. 
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Dissection. The lungs adhered 
pretty generally, were crepitant, 
but considerably infiltrated with 
frothy serum, and the ultimate 
branches of the bronchia were 
red. There were four or five 
ounces of serum in the left cavity 
of the thorax. The pericardium 
adhered to the heart by some fila- 
ments, especially on the left side. 
These being torn through, asmall 
tumor, of the size of a waluut, 
presented itself, standing out from 
the left ventricle of the heart. It 
adhered tothe pericardium. The 
parietes of the tumor were very 
resistant. The left ventricle was 
hypertrophied. Between two of 
the columne carnex, there was 
seen a small opening, which would 
admit the point of the tinger, lead- 
ing to the tumor or pouch above 
described. The parietes of this 
pouch were found to be cartila- 
ginous and osseous, and lined with 
a fibrinows concretion ; there were 
some calcareous concretions on 
the mitral valve. The coronary 
arteries were completely ossified, 
and the root of the aorta was stud- 
ded with calcareous spots. 


Amputation of the Lower Jaw at 
the Articulation. 


James Heron, aged 30, of good 
constitution, was received iuto 
the hospital on the Gth of May, 
1825. After the removal of a 
tooth some months previously, a 
tumor sprang from the vacant 
space, the progress of which was 
slow, but ultimately extended 
beyond the zygoma superiorly, 
and occupied one half the sublin- 
gual space internally. The bone 
was enlarged and the teeth loos- 
ened, as far as the first incisor 
tooth on that side. Deglutition 


and articulation were much im- 
peded, but he was free from any 


| 
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other symptom, except a pain oc- 
casionally felt in the centre of the 
bone, shooting toward the ear. 
It was evident that the angle and 
ascending branch of the bone 
were the parts principally engag- 
ed, and the extent of the disease 
would probably require the re- 
moval of the bone of the articu- 
lation. 

‘Ou Friday, May 13th, the 
patient being seated on a high 
chair in the position already de- 
scribed, (his head supported and 
inclined to the left side,) I com- 
menced the operation by an inci- 
sion, extending from the commis- 
sure of the lips of the affected 
side, to the base of the bone, 
which was divided at the second 
incisor tooth ; another incision be- 
ginning at the zygoma, was car- 
ried down over the articulation 
and in front of the ramus, termi- 
nating at the angle. The third, 
connecting the two former, passed 
obliquely upwards and outwards 
from the termination of the first. 
I then dissected the cheek from 
the anterior surface of the tumor, 
which was obscured by the expan- 
sion of the masseter muscle. 
This being divided, the extent of 
the disease could be more readily 
ascertained. A portion of the tu- 
mor, ascending under the zygoma, 
completely filled up the space 
beneath the arch; and from its 
size and position, retained the 
process immoveably fixed, pre- 
- venting the operator from using 
the jaw as a lever in the disloca- 
tion of the condyle. Under these 
circumstances, I decided on cut- 
ting across the ramus above the 
angle. 

‘¢ Having accomplished this ob- 
ject, I removed the section of 
bone, included between these 
two divisions, with the corres- 
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ponding part of the tumor. As 
the room thus obtained enabled 
me to ascertain that the coronoid 
process was partly absorbed, and 
distintly separated from the con- 
dyle, I directed my attention ex- 
clusively to the articulation. 

‘¢ Mr. Colles, seizing the ex- 
tremity of the ramus, in a strong 
pair of forceps, pressed the con- 
dyle against the anterior part of 
the capsular ligament; by this 
means, the joint was penetrated 
with more safety and facility. I 
next enlarged the opening, witha 
blunt pointed bistory, sufficiently 
to allow the protrusion of the. 
head of the bone, and the separa- 
tion of its remaining connexions 
with the capsule, as well as the 
divisions of the attachment of the 
external pterygoid muscle. The 
operation was concluded by the 
removal of that portion of the tu- 
mor which was seated beneath 
the zygoma.”—Med. Chir. Rev. 
—Dublin Hosp. Rep. 


The following case of Nephri- 
tis is given by Mr. J. Phythian, as 
one of the most remarkable cases 
which he has met with in the 
course of his practice. 

The patient was a man of good 
constitution, of the age of 26. He 
was first seized with wandering 
pains particularly in his bowels 
and right hypochondrium. In the 
progress of the disease, he com- 
plained of pain and heat in the 
region of the kidneys: his urine 
was small in quantity, high color- 
ed; bowels confined. He had 
much pain in the right shoulder 
and down the right thigh and leg. 
His urine contained a small quan- 
tity of pus, and was thick and 
muddy. There was a slight ful- 
ness without discoloration in the 
part, at intervals. 
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The symptoms were somewhat 
palliated by the treatment pur- 
sued, but on the whole, the pa- 
tient sank fast under the disease. 

In a month after its commence- 
ment, it appeared that the pa- 
tient must fall a victim to it in a 
few days, and as the only possible 
chance of saving his life, Mr. 
Phythian applied a caustic of the 
size of half a crown, upon the 
lower part of the fulness, and af- 
ter allowing this to remain three 
hours, he cut through the eschar. 
A pint of matter flowed from the 
wound ; he passed a good night ; 
and in the morning, upon remov- 
ing the dressing, six ounces more 
of pus was discharged. <A few 
days after, a disordered state of 
the bowels, with some fever, took 
place ; but from this he soon re- 
-covered, and a month after the 
opening, was able to dispense with 
the attendance of his physician. - 


Dr. North has given in the 
London Med. and Phys. Journal 
for November, a very striking 
case of Hysterical Catalepsy, a 
disease the existence of which has 
been denied by Cullen, and by 
many other highly respectable 
writers. 

It occurred in a female aged 
21, who had previously enjoyed 
good health, but was of an irrita- 
ble temper, and had recently suf- 
fered much anxiety on account of 
some attachment she had formed. 
She was first attacked with pain 
and swelling of her feet: after- 
wards she complained of intense 
pain in her head, and had slight 
hysterical paroxysms. The opin- 
ion of an eminent physician was 
taken, who regarded the case as 
altogether hysterical. 


When Dr. North was called, 


she was supposed to be in a dying 
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state. She was entirely without 
motion, the pulsation at the wrist 
imperceptible, and the action of 
the heart extremely feeble : no 
motion could be felt in the caro- 
tids. The pupil of each eye was 
contracted to a very minute point. 
The temperature of the body was 
below its natural degree. A glass 
was held before her mouth, but 
no vapor could be detected on its 
surface. Her respiration was 
not perceptible. Various stimuli 
had been applied without effect. 
Dr. North, after remaining an 
hour with the patient, perceived 
she occasionally drew a deep but, 
gentle inspiration every ten mi- 
nutes. Sle remained in this state 
about twelve hours. 

On the third day after this, she 
fell into a state of complete stu- 
por, during which the arms were 
completely extended and thrown 
into various positions, then the 
legs were gradually raised up- 
ward, and remained thus, without 
support. In whatever position 
she was put, she remained im- 
moveable, until the caprice of the 
bystanders put her into some 
other. 

She was afterwards removed 
to a hospital, and thence into the 
country, but still suffered from 
violent attacks of hysteria. 


On the Motion of the Blood. By 
F. Battey, M.B. &c. 


Mr. Bailey attempts to refute 
the arguments which have been 
advanced in support of the opin- 
ion, that the capillaries assist in 
the circulation of the blood. 

The fact that the arteries are 
found empty after death, and the 
veins gorged with blood, Mr. B. 
supposes to be owing to the gra- 
dual diminution of power in the 
heart. The arteries, by a law of 
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their nature, will gradually con- 
tract, uutil the blood; during the 
gradual progress of death, has 
been entirely transferred from the 
arteries to the veins. 

To the argument, that if the 
action of the heart be completely 
cut off, by a ligature around the 
aorta, the arteries are still found 
empty, Mr. B. replies that al- 
though the action of the heart is 
cut off, the impulse which it has 
already communicated to the col- 
umn of blood in the arteries, is 
sufficient to carry it on to the 
veins. The capillaries cannot 
take off the blood from the arte- 
ries, by a power of dilation cre- 
ating a vaccuum. The only 
power which the vessels are 
known to possess, is that of con- 
traction, after which, they be- 
come merely passive, ready to 
yield to the least dilating force. 

In the case of death by light- 
ning, the arteries as well as the 
veins are found loaded with blood. 
The supporters of the muscular 
action of the capillaries, assert 
_ that this action is, here, suddenly 
lost ; and thence the blood remains 
in the arteries. Mr. Bailey thinks 
this may be equally well account- 
ed for, by the fact, that in death 
by lightning or electricity, all the 
moving powers of the blood are 
kaown to be instantaneously de- 
stroyed.—-London Medical Re- 
posiiory. 


On Life. By Sin Georce S. 


GIPBES. 


‘¢ It is proved by experiments, 
that all the animal tissues are re- 
solvable into minute bodies,which, 
in water, and under the influence 
of the sun, possess life and acti- 
vity. These animalcula, or ulti- 
mate points of vital activity, can- 
not be further decomposed except 


by fire. By aid of the micros- 
cope, and with a little manage- 
ment, it may be clearly seen that 
many of the processes of life de- 
pend upon these minute animals, 
and that the ordinary laws of mat- 
ter, or the laws which regulate 
the material world, are totally 
out of question in explaining the 
phenomena presented by these, 
the apparent rudiments of vi- 
tality.” 

‘¢ The vitality and activity of 
the animalcula infusoria, depend 
upon the influence of the sun, un- 
der which every pool becomes 
tenanted by myriads of them, all 
displaying, when examined by the 
microscope, the most unequivocal 
signs of life.” 

Myriads of animalcula may 
be seen around the extremities of 
vegetables growing in the water, 
and it appears that these minute 
living bodies agglutinate them- 
selves together, and absolutely 
become the added part; so that 
the fibres seem to be nothing more 
than a congeries of these animal- 
cula forming the growing part. 
These may be seen like bees en- 
tering a hive, and making up, 
when fixed together, the fibre it- 
self.”°—Lon. Med. and Phys. Jour. 


Enlargement of the Upper Lip. 


In a recent Number of the 
Journal de Progrés, Dr. Paillard 
has drawn the attention of his 
brethren to the treatment of this 
peculiar deformity. He observes 
that this enlargement is generally 
considered as an effect, as well 
as a sign of scrofula. It usually 
appears in scrofulous subjects, 
and in that period of life when 
scrofula prevails—and it general- 
ly disappears when the scrofulous 
diathesis ceases, or is overcome. 
But we occasionally observe this 
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phenomenon where there is no 
scrofula in the constitution, and it 
sometimes remainsasa striking de- 
formity, after the other symptoms 
of scrofula have entirely vanished. 

If, in a scrofulous subject, we 
examine this swelling of the upper 
lip, we find the cellular tissue 
more abundant than natural, and 
infiltrated with a serous fluid— 
the muscles more pale and flabby 
than in a healthy subject—the 
skin very pallid or shining, and, as 
it were, infiltrated. Sometimes 
this swelling is covered with ul- 
cerations, which discharge a mat- 
ter that forms into scabs, which 
fall off, and are renewed from 
time to time. The cellular tis- 
sue, then, appears to be the seat 
of this affection. But the treat- 
ment differs, according as the 
complaint is an indication of scro- 
fula, or independent of that dia- 
thesis. Inthe former case, local 
treatment is of no avail, and we 
must cure the local complaint 
through the medium of the consti- 
tution. In the latter case, the lo- 
cal treatment now to be mention- 
ed is efficacious. This operation 
Consists in an incision from one 
angle of the mouth to the other, 
along the inner side of the upper 
lip, and thus, in fact, dissecting 
away a mass of condensed cellular 
tissue forming the swelling. The 
hemorrhage is very great ; but it 
either ceases spontaneously, or 
may be restrained by ligature of 
the bleeding vessels. The ope- 
ration is very painful, but not dan- 
gerous; and it removes a de- 
formity which gives a peculiarly 
stupid cast of countenance to the 
individual afflicted with it. 

Med. Chir. Rev. 


Dr. Cumin, of Edinburgh, has 
made some trials of a remedy 
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termed Madan, used by the na- 
tives of Hisdostan, in elephantia- 
sis, and other cutaneous diseases. 

It is of a whitish color, faint 
odor, somewhat similar to that of 
opium, and taste resembling that 
of a horse bean. It was given in 
the form of powder, from three 
to five grains, twice or three 
times daily, rubbed up with a few 
grains of gum arabic. It pro- 
duced nausea, and sometimes vo- 
miting. Its effects were in gene- 
ral similar to those of sarsaparilla. 


Another remedy which Dr. Cu- 
min has lately employed, is the 
Bichromate of Potass, which he 
has found of decided benefit as an 
application to tubercular eleva- 
tions, excrescences and warts. 


Mr. Higginbottom, of London, 
relates a number of cases in 
which he has used the Nitrate of 
Silver, with great advantage, in 
erysipelas of the face arising from 
constitutional causes. It has also — 
been used, with great advantage, 
in this disease, and as an applica- 
tion to ulcers of long standing, by 
Dr. Storer, as well as many other 
English surgeons. —Med. § Phys. 


Journal. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, MAY 13, 1828. 


NAMES OF DISEASES. 

Tue advantages arising from bills 
of mortality, in which the diseases 
causing death are stated, and those 
attending the reports of diseases oc- 
curring in particular towns or dis- 
tricts, are universally admitted. Yet 
any one, who has examined state- 
ments of these descriptions, must be 
aware how often their value is dimi- 
nished by the names employed to 
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designate diseases. The difficulty 
attending this matter lies deep in the 
imperfection of the science of medi- 
cine. If the individual diseases oc- 
curring among men could each be 
referred to some definite species, as 
can be done with respect to the 
plants and animals presented to the 
naturalist, the difficulty would be at 
anend. Species are formed by na- 
ture. These being ascertained, an 
arrangement into general orders and 
classes would be comparatively an 
easy task. But the species of dis- 
eases are not yet settled; notwith- 
standing the learning, and labor, and 
ingenuity, which have been employed 
on this subject. All nosologists have 
agreed in one thing, compelled by 
ignorance ; and that is in forming 
their .species arbitrarily. As each 
has followed his own notions, they 
have widely differed from each other. 
Meanwhile no one has suceeeded to 
general acceptance. It is not the 
nomenclature, the names of diseases, 
but the distinctions by which the spe- 
cies are marked, which have failed 
to satisfy physicians. While this has 
been the case, however, it has hap- 
pened as a consequence that no one 
has succeeded in the introduction of 
his nomenclature into general use. 
The actual names employed by phy- 
sicians are made up, first, of those 
which have acquired a popular cur- 
rency, derived from various sources, 
and undergoing constant changes 
from the progress, or new phases of 
medical knowledge among the peo- 
ple; second, of those to which each 
individual physician has been led to 
attach some definite notions in the 
course of his studies, and varying 
among the practitioners of the same 
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town; and third, of those names, 
usually compound and vernacular, 
which are employed as descriptive of 
the actual morbid affection. It is 
obvious that names from each of 
these sources may be applied to the 
same case; and we do actually see 
names from these sources jumbled to- 
gether in the same bill of mortality. 

Since, in the present state of our 
science, no mode for the radical cure 
of all these difficulties can be pointed 
out, it becomes necessary to consider 
how they can be palliated. We can 
no longer wait for a satisfactory no- 
sological arrangement, though we 
may hope that our children will en- 
joy one. It seems to us that we may 
ultimately help them to do so, and at 
the same time promote our own con- 
venience, if the members of the pro- 
fession will agree to adopt the no- 
menclature of any one system. It 
is comparatively unimportant what 
we choose, but it is of great import- 
ance that we agree in the use of 
some one. We may in this quarter 
set an example ; and, if it is not fol- 
lowed by our fellows elsewhere, we 
shall at least understand ourselves, 

With these views we venture to 
propose to those who kindly furnish 
us reports of diseases, to adopt the 
nomenclature of Good’s Nosology ; 
and if we shall not be thought to go 
too far, we will suggest to the prac- 
titioners of medicine and surgery in 
our city, to furnish names from the 
same source in all cases of death un- 
der their hands, so that our bills of 
mortality may be made up in con- 
sistent language. 

In selecting this system we have 
not been influenced by its newness ; 
certainly not by a love of change. 
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If in fact the nomenclature of Cul- 
len, or of any other system, were in 
established use, we should prefer to 
leave it so, until a system universally 
acceptable should be brought for- 
ward. But if, according to our 
views of the subject, there is not any 
established system among us, we may 
select that, whether old or new, 
which appears best adapted to the 
purpose. Now Dr. Good’s system 
does seem to us to be preferable to 
any other, though by no means free 
from objections; and in regard to his 
nomenclature, we certainly think that 
he is without a rival. 

That his system is one, which ad- 
mits of practical application, we have 
full evidence. The cases which have 
occurred in the medical department 
of the Hospital in our city, have re- 
ceived their names from it during the 
last four or five years. Only two 
diseases have occurred which have 
required new names. One of these 
is the disease commonly called de- 
lirtum tremens, which Dr. Good in- 
troduces as a variety under the genus 
Alusia, and species Hypochondriasis. 
This in the hospital records has re- 
ceived the name of Cephalitodes 
ebriosus, The other is the rare dis- 
ease described by Dr. Haygarth, un- 
der the name of Nodosity of the 
joints, This seems to have escaped 
Dr. Good. It has here been placed 
under his genus Arthrosia, with the 
specific name of Nodosia. 

If in any instances an affection 
occurs, which is not found well de- 
scribed in this system, at least it will 
be found that the prominent symp- 
tom has a place under the name ofa 
disease. This name may then be af- 
fixed to such a case, with a note in- 
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dicating the true affection, and sug- 
gesting perhaps the necessity of add- 
ing to the system a new species or 
new variety, as the case may require. 

We submit these remarks to the 
consideration of our brethren, not 
without being aware of difficulties in 
our plan; but with a belief that this 
will be more than balanced by its 
advantages. Our pages will be open 
to candid remarks upon the subject ; 
and we may, if requisite, be led to 
recur to it at a future time. 


MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL 
CIETY. 


A Sratutre Meetina of the Cen- 
sors for the Society, and for the first 
Medical District, will be held in the 
room of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, in the Boston Athenzeum, 
Pearl Street, on Thursday, the 29th 
day of May next, at 4, P.M. 

Water CuaNnine, 
Sec’y Board of Censors. 


WEEKLY KEPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS- 
TON, 
Ending May 2, at noon. 


Sarah Mc Intire, 
Ann R. Van Brunt, 3 


April 25. 


26. Emily Brown, 5 yrs. 
Thomas S. Bordman, 76 
Mary Darlin, 74 

27. Abigail B. Pratt, 29 
Sarah Fox, 35 
Charles Cole Carlton, 12 


. Catharine M. L. Kent, 9 
Frederick Lee, 29 


Sarah Ann Baty, 16 
Mary Duff, 48 
William Henry Spear, 8 mo. 
30. Maria Simpson, 2 1-2 yrs. 
Mary Seaver, 11-2 


Augusta Stearns, 3 
Richard Creen, 


Sidney Paul, 28 yrs. 
May 1. Child of J. Davenport, 2 days. 
2. Charles Oliver, 33 yrs. 
Eliza Chapman Hodge, 9 


Jane McCarty, 


By swallowing a pin, 1—consumption, 3— 
chicken pox, 1—drowned, 1—hooping cough, 
2—infantile, 1—inflammation on the brain, 2 
—lung fever, 2—mortification, l--old age, 2 
—rupture 1—typhous fever, 2—unknown, 3. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


SKIN INFIRMARY, 


HIS Institution has for its object the 
treatment of CUTANEOUS 
EASES. To the poor who are suffering 
from eruptions of auy description, medical 
advice and attendance will be given free 
of expense. 
CHANDLER ROBBINS, M.D. 


SULPHUR BATH.—Dr. R. has, at 
his house, a private Sulphur Bath on an 
improved plan, which he will administer 
in cases of Kheumatism, and affections of 
the skin which require it. 

Head of Franklin Piace, Boston. 

eop6t 


CHARLES WHITE, 


No. 269 Washington St. Corner of Win- 
| ler St. 


AS received by the late arrivals from 
Europe his spring supply of MEpt- 
CINES ; among them are Extract Balsam 
Copaiva, Ext. Belladonna from Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue pill from Apothecaries’ Hall, 
Calomel, Tartar Emetic, Magnesia Calc., 
Elaterium, Opium deprived of Narcotine, 
Opium deprived of Morphine, Denarcotiz- 
ed Tinct. Opium, Sulphate Quinine, 
Sulphate Cinchona, Sulphate Rhubarb, 
Ext. Hops, &c. &c. 

C. W. returns his grateful acknowl- 
edgment to the Physicians, his friends 
and the public, for their liberal support, 
and hopes by strict personal attention to 
Physicians’ Prescriptions, the compound- 
ing and delivery of Medicine, to have a 
continuance. April 22. 


NOTICE. 

UBSCRIBERS who are still indebted 
for the Boston Medical Intelligencer, 
are requested to pay their bills, as recent- 
ly presented, either at this office or to one 
of the following agents.—Barnet Peters, 
Portland, Me.; Charles Coffin, Postmas- 
ter, Buxton, Me.; Charles S. Francis, 
New-York, N. Y.; Tho. O. H. Croswel, 
Postmaster, Catskill, N. Y.; R. H. Small, 
or John Mortimer, Philadelphia, Pa. ; Gi- 
deon B. Smith, Patriot office, Baltimore, 
Md.; Lemuel Dvweile, Augusta, Ga.; 

Drake & Conclin, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Gentlemen are reminded that after the 
14th day of next month the price of the 


5th volume, as published, will be $3,00, 
instead of $2,62 1-2. 


NATHAN JARVIS 


H’ purchased the stock of Drugs 
and Medicines, and taken the store 
lately kept by Mr. Henry White, at 
Apothecaries’ Hall, No. 188, Washington 
Street, and he hopes by constant personal 
attention at all hours to receive the pat- 
ronage which has formerly been given to 
this establishment. 6t. 
April 8. 


WEBSTER’S CHEMISTRY. 


ICHARDSON & LORD have in the 

press a second edition of Webster's 

Manual of Chemistry, with additions and 
improvements. 


Also—Chemical Manipulation, being 
instructions to students in Chemistry on 
the methods of performing experiments, of 
demonstration or of research, with accu- 
racy and success. By MicnaEL FARA- 
pay, F.R.S. &c., Director of the Labora- 
tory of the Royal Institution of Great Bri- 
tain, &c. &c. With additions by Jonny 
W. WessteER, M.)). Erving Professor of 
Chemistry in Harvard University. 


The following character of the latter 
work is from the Philosophical Magazine 
and Annals of Philosophy for July. ** After 
avery careful perusal of the work, we 
strenuously recommend it, as containing 
the most complete and excellent instruc- 
tions for conducting chemical experi- 
ments. There are few persons, however 
great their experience, who may not gain 
information in many important particu 
lars; and for ourselves, we beg most un- 
equivocally to acknowledge that we have 
acquired many useful and important hints, 
on subjects even of every day occur- 
rence.” 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, &c. 


AMUEL N. BREWER & BROTH- 
ERS have just received a large in- 
voice of Surgical Instruments, which they 
will sell on the most favorable terms at 
their Store,—Sign of the Good Samaritan, 
90 and 92, Washington St., where is also 
for sale a large assortment of Drugs, Med- 
icines, Chemical and Electrical Apparatus, 
and other articles that are usually kept 
in Druggists’ stores, 
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